CHRISTIAN LIVING
KEEPING A BALANCE
In Ecc.3:1, we read that there is a time for everything, and in 1Jh.4:1, we’re told to “test the spirits” of those who speak in the Lord's name, e.g. the prophets, teachers & preachers.  
Those two texts have been used by the Lord to teach me many important lessons, but none more important than that of keeping a proper balance in all things. There’s only one place that I know of, where that proper balance can be found, and where we can test those spirits, because there is only one place where I can find God's revealed view, and that is in his Word, both written and Living.

In Is.28:9-13 we learn that the Word of God is not methodically laid out in a nice sequence for us to follow by ourselves.  Instead, it’s “precept upon precept, line upon line”, so no one can know it of himself, the message is scattered throughout the Bible, "here a little, there a little”.
In order to get the full picture of what God is saying, it’s necessary to put together all of what he’s said on any given subject. To do this, it is essential that we be led by the Spirit in putting the 'here a little, there a little' of the scriptures together. The pieces are like those of a jigsaw puzzle, and to put them together, one must be able to see the complete picture. When it comes to God's word, there is only one who can see it all, and that one is the Spirit of God. He is the only one, according to 1Cor.2:11 & 2Pet.1:20-21, who knows what was in the mind of God when he caused men to write what we call the scriptures.  

We must, along with Paul in Acts 20:27, be sure to give the whole counsel of God when we share his Word. There’s a tendency today to wrap up everything in tidy little packages that appeal to the eye, both physical and mental. This kind of packaging often makes things appear to be what they’re not. Unfortunately, this tendency has crept into the churches also, with the result that we now have a number of pet phrases and clichés.
Two of the most common used today are, "God has a plan for your life, you need to find it and follow it," and, "We must be in the centre of God's will for us."  In counseling Christians, we find a great number of lives have been twisted and confused, because, after spending, in some cases, years in prayer, they find God's plan is no clearer for them than it was in the beginning.  

In Rom.8:21 we read that creation itself will be set free from decay at the resurrection, and will obtain the glorious liberty of the children of God. After seeing the doubt and confusion in the lives of so many Christians of all ages, one begins to wonder just where this glorious liberty that Jesus Christ died to win for us has gone. (Is.60:1)
It can of course only be found, or retrieved, in coming to grips with the whole counsel of God.  Jesus Christ is the Word of God (Jh.1:1), and he says "If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed." (Jh.8:36)  So it is clear that only by the Word of God can we obtain this glorious liberty, and it is through knowing that Word, and by continuing in it, that we can maintain our freedom in Christ (Jh.8:31-32) and not become ensnared again. (2Tim.2.24-6)
Coming back to the two sayings mentioned previously, we find nothing in the scriptures that will uphold these ideas. Instead, we find numerous scriptures that say precisely the opposite.
While it’s true that God may call any of us to a specific work, it’s also true that he may not.  Nevertheless, whether he calls us to a specific work or not, he has laid down certain ground rules for every situation, and within those guidelines we are completely free. As to the work God would have us do, Jesus says quite clearly that it is to know him. (Jh.6:28-29)
So, until the day when, or if, God calls us to a particular work, we are free to live our lives in whatever way we see fit, within his ground rules. (Col.3:18-24) These rules for living can be summed up in two commandments given by the Lord Jesus Christ.
First, “Love one another as I have loved you, for by this all men will know you are my disciples” (Jh.13:34-35), and second, “You shall be my witnesses”, where ever you are, and in whatever you’re doing.  (Acts 1:8)
God doesn’t say anywhere in the Bible that he has a plan, perfect or otherwise, for our individual lives. Instead, he says "Commit YOUR work to the Lord and YOUR plans (thoughts) will be established!" (Pro.16:3) Again he says in Ps.37:5, "Commit your way to the Lord, trust also in him and he will act."  Note it's "YOUR work", "YOUR plans" and "YOUR way."
In Is.5:8-9 we read "My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts."
Now we know that the heavens are so high above the earth that the distance might as well be infinite because man cannot find the end of it. And so man can’t find either the end or the height of God’s thoughts, unless he, God, chooses to reveal his mind to us. This he has done in Jesus Christ, his Word, by sending the Spirit of his Son, into the very core, the heart, of our being. (Jh.16:13-14 & 15:15, Eph.1:9-10, Rom.16:25-27, 1Cor.2:9-16)
Again we read in Pro.3:5-6, "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not rely on your own insight, or understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him and he will direct your paths".  In Col.3:23 the word says "Whatever YOUR task, work heartily as serving the Lord and not men." And in Ecc.9:7-10, 5:18-20 & 2:24-26 the same thought is shown clearly.
God has nowhere said that he has picked a line of work for each of us; that he has selected a particular man or woman for us to marry; that he has picked a house, or even a country that we should live.  Not, of course, that he doesn’t sometimes do these things from time to time, but they’re not his norm. 
But he has laid down ground rules, such as, among other things, saying that the person we marry must be a fellow believer. (1Cor.6:14-18) As long as we stay within the necessary rules, which are there for our protection, we are free to live as we wish, having, at all times the attitude of heart that is willing to go, if, and when, and where, he sends us. We must also be ready to come when he calls us, always being his witnesses at every opportunity, especially by loving one another, as he loved us.
Remember, he says "If anyone purifies himself from what is ignoble, then He will be a vessel fit for noble use, consecrated and useful to the master of the house, READY for any good work." (2.Tim.2:21)  For if we remain in the living and written Word, we have nothing to fear about going astray. 
The Lord tells us in Is.30:21, "Your ears shall hear a word behind you saying, “This is the way, walk in it, when you turn to the right hand or to the left.” (Jh.10:1-5 & 27-29)
Let us not be like those who live by nice sounding phrases, but let us determine to follow the whole counsel of God, remembering that any who speaks, should do so as those who utter the oracles of God (1Pet.4:11), and not the thoughts of men, because, "There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death!" (Pro.14:12)
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